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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/13/2008 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 6/13/2008 is being considered 
by the examiner. However, the item lined-through are not considered publications. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
patent 6318763, Huang in view of US patent 5709413, Salyers. 

In regards to claims 1 and 2, Huang discloses an improved hydraulic fitting 
having a stem (50) including a hose insert portion (53), and a collar support portion, 
having a mating connection portion (50, 51 ), and a collar having (54), a torque 
communication portion, a female support portion, and an inner periphery extending 
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through the ferrule support portion and the torque communication portion, the 
improvement comprising: 

the collar support portion an axial stop ring (see Figure 6 below). 



|1 



Stop Ring 




the torque communication portion of the collar staked in such a manner that the inner 
periphery extending through the torque communication portion communicates in a 
relatively non-rotational manner, and 

the ferrule support portion of the collar staked in such a manner that the inner 
periphery extending through the ferrule support portion engages the axial stop ring in an 
axial movement limiting manner. 

Huang teaches splines stem, but does not disclose the collar support portion 
including knurling. Salyer teaches substituting splines (801) and knurling (724), "so that 
the tubing is effectively gripped" (col. 7, line 46-47). As Salyer relates to fittings for 
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fluidic devices, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to substitute the splines Huang with the knurling of Salyer, 
so that the tubing is effectively gripped, as taught by Salyer. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation is given little patentable weight. 

In regards to claim 3, Huang discloses a ferrule (55) affixed upon the ferrule 
support portion. 

In regards to claim 4, Huang in view of Salyer discloses a hydraulic coupling and 
hose (20) comprising: 

a hose end fitting including a stem having a hose insert portion, and a collar 
support portion, 

the collar support portion of the stem including knurling and an axial stop ring, 

a collar having, a torque communication portion, a female support portion, and an 
inner periphery extending through the ferrule support portion and the torque 
communication portion, 

the torque communication portion of the collar staked such that the inner 
periphery extending through the torque communication portion communicates with the 
knurling in a relatively non-rotational manner, the ferrule support portion of the collar 
staked such that the inner periphery extending through the ferrule support portion 
engages the axial stop ring in an axial movement limiting manner, a mating connection 
portion, the hose fitted upon the hose end fitting, 

an apparatus fitting, and 
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the apparatus fitting sealingly mated to the mating connection portion of the hose 
end fitting. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation is given little patentable weight. 

In regards to claim 5, Huang discloses a ferrule staked upon the ferrule support 
portion and the hose crimped under the female. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation is given little patentable weight. 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6/13/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues Huang does not disclose the ferrule support portion of the collar 
staked in such a manner that the inner periphery extending through the ferrule support 
portion engages the axial stop ring in an axial movement limiting manner. The Examiner 
disagrees. In Figure 6 above, Huang clearly illustrates the ferrule support portion of the 
collar staked in such a manner that the inner periphery extending through the ferrule 
support portion engages the axial stop ring in an axial movement limiting manner. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2cl 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, as Salyer relates 
to fittings for fluidic devices, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to substitute the Huang splines with the 
knurling of Salyer, so that the tubing is effectively gripped, as taught by Salyer. 

Applicant argues Salyer teaches away from knurling. The Examiner disagrees. 
Simply that there are differences between two references is insufficient to establish that 
such references "teach away" from any combination thereof. In re Seattle . 974 F.2d 
1309, 1312-13, 24 USPQ2d 1040, 1042 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

Further, knurling is being taught by Salyer and not the location of the knurling. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Aaron M Dun woody/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 
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